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COCKEr FILE COpy ORIGINAL

June 25, 2001

RECEIVED
VIA EMAIL AND REGULAR MAIL

Mr. Ron Parver
Cable Services Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room4-A822
444 12'" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Parver:

JUN 2 B 2001

...."INCAlIlNS COMM,,1d
eM:E OF 1lIE atD!_

Enclosed is the redacted version ofthe survey on Cable System Capacity and Retransmission
Consent Agreements. I apologize for the delay in getting this information to you. As Deborah Greco told
you in her letter dated April 26, 2001, certain data in your survey is competitively sensitive and should be
treated as confidential by the FCC. Subscribership and network specification information are proprietary
to RCN because ofRCN's fairly unique position as a new competitive entrant in the cable market, and
whereas the aggregate subscriber count and network specification information for larger, incumbent
operators and MSOs would probably not be as competitively sensitive, they are confidential for a small
new entrant such as RCN. We have therefore redacted information in the response that is not to be placed
in the public record. If the FCC believes that it cannot keep this information confidential, then we would
respectfully ask to withdraw our responses to the survey as to subscribership and network specification.

I would be happy to discuss in more detail the reasons behind our request for confidential
treatment; you can reach me at 570-674-1601.

Sincerely,

Scott Burnside
Sr. Vice President
Regulatory & Government Affairs

cc: Eloise Gore (FCC-CSB)

No. of Copies rec'dl_2_,__
UstA BC 0 E



R!?!!alcLPl!~~r:- REOAClEO VERSION=Channel Ca Pa

RCN CORPORATION RECAP
Questions on Cable System Capacity and Retransmission Consent Agreements

Question 1

Please complete the folloWing table with the total number of subscribers served by all of your cable systems and your best
estimates of the percentage of your total subscribers in each year that will be served by cable systems of the specified capacity.
For each year the column percentages for the five system capacity classes ("Under 500 MHz" to ">750 MHz") should sum to 100.

- - - ... -- -- ..---- ..- IV -II!....."'...................... v. v ......V~ 1"'1.,..,1' •

Cable System Capacity
1_ lYearend 2000 Yearend 2001 !Yearend 2002 earend 2003

Number % Number % Number % Number % Number %
Cable SyStem Capacity

>750 MHz edacted 4% edacted 13% edacted 35% edacted 49% edacted 58%
750 MHz edacted 33% edacted 38% edacted 31% edacted 30% edacted 28%

Between 550 and 750 MHz edacted 0% edacted 3% edacted 1% edacted 0% edacted 0%
550 MHz edacted 22% edacted 19% edacted 14% edacted 8% edacted 5%

Under 500 MHz edacted 42% Redacted 27% Redacted 18% Redacted 13% edacted 9%
Total Redacted 100% Redacted 100% Redacted 100% Redacted 100% edacted 100%



Question 2

Please provide, for each of the five capacity classes and for each year, a breakdown of the total MHz usable for downstream
transmissions. The breakdown should be based on a representative cable system in each size class, specifically the one with the
largest number of subscribers. For the >750, <550, and 550-750 MHz capacity classes, please specify the capacity of the system
for which the information is being provided.

If the total downstream capacity does not equal total capacity minus the bandwidth below 54 MHz, please explain the discrepancy.
Also please note if any capacity above 54 MHz is used for upstream services. Please provide the total MHz expected to be used
for analog video transmission, the total MHz expected to be used for digital video transmission, and the total MHz expected to be
used for other purposes, and list the anticipated other services. The sum of the total MHz used for analog, digital, and other
downstream services should equal total MHz usable for downstream transmissions.

Vear1999

Total MHz
expected to be
used for other
downstream

services+

edacted
.edacted
edacted
edacted
edacted

edacted
edacted
.edacted
edacted
.edacted

Total MHz
expected to be
used for digital

video

Total MHz
xpected to be

used for
analog video

edacted
.edacted
edacted
edacted
edacted

Total MHz usable
Specific Capacity I for downstream

transmissions

Capacity of
Representative
Cable System

550 MHz···

750 MHz·
50 MHz
50-750 MHz··
50 MHz

+Identify any other downstream services
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Year 2000

Total MHz
expected to be
used for other
downstream

servlces+

,edacted
edacted
edacted
,edacted
edacted

Total MHz
expected to be
used for digital

video

Total MHz usable
Specific Capacity I for downstream

transmissions

Gapaclty of
Representative
Cable System

550 MHz···

750 MHz·
50 MHz
50-750 MHz··
oMHz

+Identlfy any other downstream services

Year 2001

Total MHz
expected to be
used for other
downstream

servlces+

edacted
edacted
edacted
edacted
,edacted

Total MHz
expected to be
used for digital

video

Total MHz
Ixpected to be

used for
analog video

Total MHz usable
Specific Capacity I for downstream

transmissions

Capacity of
Representative
Cable System

550 MHz·**

750 MHz·
50 MHz
,50-750 MHz··
50 MHz

+Identlfy any other downstream services
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Year 2002

Total MHz Total MHz
Total MHz

Capacity of Totat MHz usable expected to be
Representative Specific Capacity for downstream xpected to be expected to be used for other
Cable System transmissions used for used for digital downstream

analog video video services+

.edacted edacted edacted
edacted edacted edacted
edacted edacted edacted
edacted edacted edacted
edacted edacted edacted.

+Identify any other downstream services

Year 2003

Total MHz Total MHz Totat MHz
Capacity of Total MHz usable expected to be

Representative Specific Capacity for downstream
xpected to be expected to be used for other

Cable System transmissions
used for used for digital downstream

analog video video servlces+
750 MHz· edacted edacted edacted
50 MHz edacted edacted edacted
50-750 MHz·· edacted edacted edacted
,50 MHz edacted edacted edacted
550 MHz··* edacted edacted edacted

+Identify any other downstream services

* fill in a capacity greater than 750 MHz if applicable, or enter NA if no systems in the >750 MHz category
** fill in a capacity between 550 and 750 MHz if applicable, or enter NA if no systems in the 550-750 MHz category
*** fill in a capacity below 55() MHz if applicable, or enter NA if no systems in the <550 MHz category

Please explain here any discrepancies between capacity usable for downstream transmissions and total capacity minus the
bandwidth below 54 MHz.



Question 3

For each capacity class and year entered in question 2, please provide (i) information on the digital modulation techniques you
intend to use and (ii) a further breakdown of the total MHz expected to be used for downstream digital video transmission. To
answer this question, use the same representative cable systems that you used in question 2. What modulation technique do you
expect to use (e.g., 64 QAM, 256 CAM)? How many MHz do you anticipate devoting to HOTV transmissions and how many
HOTV program streams do you anticipate transmitting in each 6 MHz of spectrum devoted to that purpose? How many MHz do
you anticipate devoting to standard definition television program streams and how many such program streams do you anticipate
transmitting in each 6 MHz of spectrum devoted to that purpose?

NOTE: If you plan to use different modulation techniques on a single system or on different systems in the same capacity class,
please explain below. If the number of HDTV or SDTV program streams per 6 MHz is expected to vary. please indicate a typical
figure in the table and explain the range of variation below.

YEAR 1999

Total MHz MHz expected MHz

Capamyd I . I expected to be
to be devoted HOTV

expected to ~ SON
Representative SpecIfic used for digital Modulation to HOTV Program be devoted program
Cable System Capacity video technique transmissions( streams per 6 to standard treams per 6

transmission broadcast or MHz definition MHz
(from question 2) nonbroadcast) video

750 MHz· edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted
50 MHz edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted
50-750 MHz·· edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted
50 MHz edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted
550 MHz··· edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted edacted

Pace
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YEAR 2000
I I

Total MHz MHz expected MHz

Capacity of I . expected to be to be devoted HOlV expected 10 ~ SOlV
Representative Specl~C used for digital Modulation to HOlV Program be devoted program

Cable System CapaCity video technique transmissions( streams per 6 to standard treams per 6
transmission broadcast or MHz definition MHz

(from question 2) nonbroadcast) video

ledacted ~edacted :ledacted :ledacted edacted Redacted
:tedacted ~edacted edacted

tedacted edacted edacted edacted edacted
ledacted edacted edacted edacted edacted Redacted

. ledacted edacted edacted edacted edacted ~edacted

YEAR 2001
I I

Total MHz MHz expected MHz

Capacity of I . Iexpected to be to be devoted HOlV expected to SOlV

Representative Specl~C used for digital Modulation to HOlV Program be devoted program

Cable System CapaCIty video technique transmissions( streams per 6 to standard streamS per 6
transmission broadcast or MHz definition MHz

(from question 2) nonbroadcast) video

ledaeted edacted Redacted Redacted edacted Redacted
ledacted edacted Redacted Redacted edacted Redacted
ledacted edacted Redacted edacted edacted
ledacted edacted Redacted edacted edacted Redacted
ledacted Redacted Redacted edacted edacted ~edacted
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YEAR 2002
I I

Total MHz MHz expected MHz

Capacity of IS "fi
expected to be to be devoted HOTV expected to SOTV

Representative pect .c used for digital Modulation to HOTV Program be devoted program
Cable System CapaCIty video technique transmissions( streams per 6 to standard streams per 6

transmission broadcast or MHz definition MHz
(from question 2) nonbroadcast) video

750 MHz* edacted edacted edacted edacted
50 MHz edacted edacted
50-750 MHz** edacted edacted edacted ted edacted
50 MHz edacted edaeted edacted edacted edacted
550 MHz*** edacted edaeted edacted edaeted edacted

YEAR 2003
I I

Total MHz MHz expected MHz

Capacity of I . Iexpected to be to be devoted HOTV expected to SOTV

Representative ~peCI~~ used for digital Modulation to HOTV Program be devoted program

Cable System apaCi video technique transmissions( streams per 6 to standard streams per 6
transmission broadcast or MHz definition MHz

(from question 2) nonbroadcast) video

750 MHz* edacted edacted edacted edacted
50 MHz edacted edacted edacted cted
50-750 MHz** edacted edacted edacted edacted
50 MHz edacted edacted edacted edacted
550 MHz*** edacted edacted edacted edacted

* fill in a capacity greater than 750 MHz if applicable. or enter NA if no systems in the >750 MHz category
** fill in a capacity between 550 and 750 MHz if applicable, or enter NA if no systems in the 550-750 MHz category
*** fill in a capacity below 550 MHz if applicable, or enter NA if no systems in the <550 MHz category

Please describe here any situations in which you plan to use different modulation techniques on a single system or on different
systems in the same capacity class.
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If the number of HDTV program streams per 6 MHz is expected to vary. please explain the range of variation here.
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Question 4

On Chart 4A below, please list the cable systems and television stations for Which you have negotiated retransmission consent
agreements that include carriage of digital transmissions by the station. For each television station, please include in parentheses
the network affiliation if any. Please include, if known, the capacity of each system in MHz, the Designated Market Area ("OMA") in
which the station is located, when digital carriage is scheduled to commence, the modulation technique you intend to use (e.g., 8
VSB, 64 QAM, 256 QAM), the format (480P, 720P, 10801, something else) of the signal as received from the broadcaster, and the
format that you plan to use for retransmission through the system to subscribers.

On Chart 4B below, please provide the best information available at this time on pending retransmission consent negotiations, if
possible. If you have pending negotiations with respect to more than 10 systems, please provide information for the five largest
and the five smallest systems, measured by number of subscribers.

Note: If you have signed digital retransmission agreements with a television station for more than one cable system, please make
a separate entry for each cable system.

Please use additional pages if necessary for response.

CHART 4A: COMPLETED RETRANSMISSION CONSENT AGREEMENTS

Number ofTelevision
System

pate Carriage
Broadcast

Retransmission
Stations inStation (with Cable Commenced Modulation

Transmission DMAnowOMA
affiliation System Capacity

or is to Technique Format
ransmitting a(MHZ) Formatstatus) Commence
digital signal

none
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CHART 48: RETRANSMISSION CONSENT AGREEMENTS IN NEGOTIATION

DMA
one


